
  Religious 
college no. 1 

Religious 
college no. 2 

Secular 
college no. 1 

Secular 
college no. 2 

  Polar Moderate Moderate Polar 

Religious 
orientation of 

campus 
membership 

Favorable to a 
specific religion 

Favorable to a 
specific religion Widely diverse Skeptical 

Campus 
intellectual 
mind-set 
toward 
religion 

Defender of the 
faith 

Seeker of the 
truth 

Seeker of the 
truth 

Discourager of 
the faith 

Openness to 
discussing 

religion 

Open to one 
religion; either 
avoid or discuss 
other religions 
so as to “know 

the enemy” 

Open; 
privileging one 
religion but fair 
to all; seeking 
truth where it 
may be found 

Open; fair to all 

Limited but 
discouraging 
especially of 
traditional 
religion 

Orientation 
toward the 

general 
academy 

Skeptical Sympathetic 
but discerning 

Sympathetic but 
discerning 

Sympathetic 
but not 

discerning 

Religious 
curriculum 

Extensive; 
heavily oriented 
toward study of 

one faith 

Extensive; 
considerably 

oriented 
toward the 

study of one 
faith but with a 
fair amount of 

breadth 

Proportionate 
recognition of 

the importance 
of religion in a 
study of human 
history and the 

human condition 

Limited, even 
ignoring 

Teaching 
ethos 

Considerable 
indoctrination 

Intellectually 
open 

Intellectually 
open 

Considerable 
indoctrination, 

even if not 
recognizing it 

as such 

 


