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Discussion 

The Com-Arch projects that we have reviewed in the catalogue are varied in 

scope and nature. Their numbers have grown over time - from a few early 

projects to an abundance in recent years. The projects vary, because the 

worldviews of team members differ, as well as the policies and ideologies of the 

affiliated institutions, donors, and related communities. Still, we see some general 

patterns. 

Many projects proclaim Com-Arch as an integral, central part of their goals, 

but the priorities, modes of execution, and commitment to Com-Arch differ 

greatly. Regardless of claims, nearly all the projects are top-down - they are 

initiated and managed by professional archaeologists, often working for 

established bodies (governmental and academic institutions). Few projects 

employ more equal relationships with communities, usually those run by NGOs 

or private initiatives. The closest to "grassroots" mode are the projects carried out 

at Ir Ganim, Shoham, and the Jesus Trail (Nos. 2, 10, and 13). 

There are marked differences between Com-Arch in the Palestinian Authority 

and in Israel. In the Palestinian Authority, projects are aimed mainly at adults and 
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